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" Comfort of body implies comfort of mind, a deplorable
condition! "
" And yet you have settled yourself in the most comfortable
hotel in Rome ! " I said. He made a sweeping gesture.
" I do not care whether I am here or somewhere else; I do
not care whether it is comfortable or not—I care for nothing—
neither money nor possessions, nor ."
" Then what do you care for ? " I interrupted.
He got up from his place on the sofa next to me and walked
across the room, staring Napoleonically before him. There
was something grotesquely absurd about his feet. They
retained their comic character at the very moment when their
owner desired to be most impressive.
Suddenly he turned towards me, and in reply to my question:
" Power ! " he said slowly and with emphasis.
" Then you've got what you want! "
He nodded.   I asked again:
" Do you know what you mean to do with it ? "
"Yes," and he proceeded to outline some of his plans.
They included first, considerations for the amelioration of the
masses.
" But I thought you said that you despised le peuple" I
reminded him.
"Mon amour pour le peuple estmon amour pour le printemps,"
he replied, though what connection there could be between
the two to prompt this simile I refrained from asking. But
remembering the impatience with which he talked of " the
people " at Lausanne, this inconsistency aroused in me for the
first time a suspicion of his instability of opinion. He
proceeded to tell me that the people should have good wages,
an eight-hour work day, decent clothes, food and education
facilities, as well as theatres and cinemas to help to make life
tolerable, " but they must in no way interfere in the political
life of the nation," he insisted " The people have confidence
in me; those who oppose me are so feeble they can hardly
be called an opposition. I guarantee that the people are going
to be satisfied. I shall not disappoint them. I do not lie
to them, I do not promise them paradise, I only promise them
the truth, but..." and then he lowered his voice and added:

